
EPISODE 1

FROM THE ROAD
S T O R I E S

the luckiestthe luckiest
person onperson on
earthearth



As you 
can imagine, as

the SafeStart author and
CEO, I am travelling probably
90% of my time. That said, you

can’t even imagine the amount of
good (and some crazy) stories

I hear everyday from people
LIVING in different parts

of the world.

HOWEVER, THERE IS ONE
COMMON THING AMONG THEM ALL

- ALL THE STORIES HAVE AT LEAST ONE
STATE LEADING TO A CRITICAL ERROR BEFORE

AN ACCIDENT HAPPENED. AND THE RESULT,
WELL, IT ALL DEPENDS ON LUCK, THE AMOUNT

OF HAZARDOUS ENERGY THE PERSON IS
DEALING WITH AND WHETHER THEY

GOT THE BENEFIT OF THEIR
REFLEXES.

Anyways, 
the idea behind this series of 

comic books we entitled
“SafeStart, Stories from the Road”,
is to first, let you know that you
are not alone when IT COMES TO

state-to-error risk patterns and
secondly, to remind you of how you

can use the different Critical
Error Reduction Techniques.

Hope you enjoy
the first episode 

called “The Luckiest 
Person on Earth”. 
we have more to 
come this year. 

Stay tuned!



Ok, Vaughn, what’s
next on the list?



Let me see.

Oh-oh, looks like
nobody has inspected the

catwalk in two years!

   catwalk

X Electrical connections

X system functioning

X Fire hydrants

X extinguishers

X Valve pressure

X Heat controls

X Thermostat

X Ventilation systems

X Safety signs



C ATWALK,
90 METERS

two
years!

Well, I guess we
better do it!

ok!

I really don’t
have time for
this. I’ve got

a meeting in 30
minutes and

we still have 2
more areas...

This is a lot of
stairs, maybe

that’s why nobody
has inspected it in

2 years...



Why don’t you check the 
cables on the left? I’ll check 
the cables on the right. That 
way it won’t take so long.

Ok, no problem.

Cables
look

good...

This is still
taking too

long. I hope my
boss shows

up late for the
meeting...



hey VAUGHN, can you
hurry up a bit? i’ve
got a meeting with

the superintendent in
20 minutes...

Ok, no problem.

Cables
look

good...

Maybe I can
get Vaughn
to inspect

those 2 areas
without me...

AuGhhhhAuGhhhh......
VauVauGGhn!!!hn!!!



POW!

Aughhhh!!!

I’M
GOING 
TO 
DIE!!!



Wow, I nearly
died right
there! I

thought that
was it.

Here, use
this. Let’s
get you
down to
first aid.

I’ve got you!



I think
you’re going

to need
stitches!

Yeah, but
I could have fallen

to my death, I’m
so lucky!That’s it, only 5!

I WONDER
WHY NOBODY

REPLACED THAT
SECTION OF
GRADING?

GOOD QUESTION...
BUT I DIDN’T SEE

IT EITHER.



...and that’s why I
think I’m the luckiest

man on earth!

I’ve got to
get this
story on
camera!

A FEW
 DAYS
LATER...

Sure man,
no problem!

Would you be
willing to go Hollywood,

and do this story
for us?



Vaughn, how are we
going to do the closeup
on the scar now that you

have a goatee?

A FEW
MONTHS 
LATER...



ok!

9:00 AM

I thought
you said you only

lived 5 minutes
away...

Oh sorry,
but I can go

home and shave.
I only live 5

minutes away!

I do, but I was shaving
in such a rush that I cut

my chin and I couldn’t get
it to stop bleeding!

But I grabbed a
mask to catch the blood,
and that’s what I used

on the catwalk, so now
we’ve got a prop!



The first, when he’s on the
catwalk is the subtle one:

he’s doing too many things at
the same time so he doesn’t see

that someone removed the section
of graDing and didn’t replace it.

When he cuts his chin shaving,
it’s because he is trying to go faster

than what’s normal for him.
In both cases, he COULD have

“self-triggered” on the rushing to
prevent making a critical error.

Sometimes, people only think that
rushing is “going too fast” but doing
two things at once: like texting and

driving or like Vaughn, looking at the
cables and not where he was walking,

can be even more risky.

And, in some cases... deadly!

RUSHINRUSHINGG
T  H  I  S    S  T  O  R  Y     I  S    A  B  O  U  T

B OT H  T Y P E S  O F

THE END.
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